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On 20th May the Grand Duke Alcxei took me over the navnl
dockyards at Kronstadt and showed me the ships building
in the slips.* Next day 1 attended the dinner of the Kmpress's
Own Life Guards at Gatchina; on the morning nf 22nd May
I attended a fire brigade parade, and later inspected a hattory
of Guards Artillery; in the afternoon 1 received the French
and Austrian Ambassadors and the Danish representative,
This completed my official programme, 1 used the time thai
remained to visit the Cathedral, the Alexander .Nevski
Cloisters, the Hermitage and other museums. In the famous
pilgrims' chapel, on the .Nevski, where the bones of Saint
Alexander and other famous personages arc buried, 1 stood
before the tomb of the mighty General Suvuroff, with its
impressively laconic Inscription, "Here lies SuvuroiT,"

#           *          *

It was often very late before 1 could sit down to ivtite rny
daily report to my grandfather, but I enjoyed telling him of
incidents in which I knew he took the liveliest inlcresi, and
sending him the greeting of old acquaintances to whom lie li;ul
introduced me. Among these was Prau von Rohrbeck, who
had been lady-in-waiting to Ms sister the Tsaritsa Charlotte,
and now had charge of the crown jewels, The good old huly
was much touched by receiving my grandfather's greetings,

Another of Ms sister's ladies was an ancient dame, KartunidT "
by name. She transferred her devotion to me, and when 1
stayed at Peterhof for the first time after my accession she
had herself wheeled to the window In her chair, propped up
by cushions, to give me greeting. She was then 90. ' As we
passed, the Tsar pointed her out to me, saying; " VoilA la
chhw Mademoiselle Bartenieff, qui espere d'attraper un regard
de to part! "

*            *           %

I left Petersburg on the evening of 22nd May for Moscow,
as the Tsar, in our conversation of the 19th, had advised mo
to visit it. He further paid me the great and unlooked-for

* See Appendix No, 10.